“Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with
God.” Luke 1:30 NIV



“The Lord has done this for
me. In these days he has
shown his favor and taken
away my disgrace among the
people.”

Words of the formerly barren Elizabeth upon
fulfillment of God’s promise that she would bear a
son.

(Luke 1:25 NIV)

“Your sins are forgiven. Your
faith has saved you; go in
peace.”

Words of Jesus to the woman who lovingly wept at
his feet seeking forgiveness of her sins.
(Luke 7:48, 50 NIV)
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Permission is granted for adapting and translating these stories
and concepts. These are presented for the purpose of engaging
the attention of those women who have the practice of sharing
their life’s grief stories, so they might see there is a greater power
at work in their lives to bless and change their circumstances. And
through the stories they might know the Savior who came to
forgive their sin and bring the possibility of eternal life and
blessing, a comfort for their grief.

Bible stories are derived from the New International Version text

with direct quotation and adaptation as needed to facilitate the
narrative of the stories.

Cover picture from “Telling the Story...” Bible Teaching pictures.
International Mission Board and New Tribes Mission.
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GRIEF STORIES FOR WOMEN
From the Bible
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EVE'S STORY
THE FIRST SORROW
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FOUR WOMEN WHO LOST
THEIR FAMILIES

% C=B?DA>=3?@=3 DA
B=3> 3BA =3A 4C=3B

% ! ## #

FOUR WOMEN WHO LOST THEIR FAMILIES

) 6 ) %)
% I# &
) # !
! )
"% 8 !
! )
% %
!
%
, % ! $
# !
# & %
& I #
7 :
1 # |
# I %
$ % I o# 7
%
$ #
11

%

%

% !

%

%

%

12

%



$ # I # #
# .
#
& % !
# +
' #
# & 7 & # ! #
, # 1
# , % !
# $
& 7 + "1
% 5! % I $
#
1) <# "1
+ $! <#
#
# 8 % 1 # # 2 $
% ! # 2
$ % # $ 9
151 !
I'5 7 #
& % # A
! 1A # '
( 3=*
G& % A
# .
A 5 ! # !
( C=*
# ! : A
! '(- D@=D*

13 14



A SERVANT GIRL’S CRY
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WHERE IS THE SON THAT GOD PROMISED?
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A MOTHER’S FEAR
FOR HER FAVORITE SON
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AN UNLOVED WIFE
AND A BARREN WIFE
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THE ORDEAL OF TAMAR THE WIDOW 9 $ !
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A SISTER'S MISTAKE
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THE PROSTITUTE
WHO SAVED HER FAMILY
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A YOUNG WOMAN'’S ONLY HOPE
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The Descendants of Judah

Judahssseaqesses Tamar
Perez Zerzlih
Hegron
Ram
Amminadab
Nashon
Salmon ===« ]---Rahab
Boaz ssprenses Ruth
Ohjed
Jegse
David
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GOD ANSWERED HANNAH'S PRAYER

3&

3=37=33 3B?3 >

%

E

#

GOD ANSWERED HANNAH'S PRAYER

%

51

%

52



& %

1 (_ B>=>?@*

53

54



A GOOD WIFE AND A SURLY HUSBAND

3& C=7?4A36 D=3

A GOOD WIFE AND A SURLY HUSBAND

< %

8 <# # 1 #
<#
<# # 8 <#:8

55

+ # $!
8 $
#
| # ! $
<# $ 8
# # <#
- H &
<# )
<#
9 # )!I = <#
! I #
o
E <# # !
I I
!
$ #
! L1 o#
7 $
$
) ! & $ #
$ $ # !
$ ! $
$ !
$ # %
A
) ! $ #
<# !
<# 5
0 I #
! 7
$# ! + % <#
# # # !
I H'
8 )! <# 2 %!
<#
56



- # $ #
A # + 2% ! $
$ 75 $ # <# #
0 , I
# !
% 3 % I# <# <
#11 6 (s
# % # ! ) # #
$ & I # ,
# % $ | |
) % !
4
<# yr - %
+ ! (- 34
51 $ !
#11 9
2% ‘(- # 3B=3*
Il # # $
<# ) ! 8 !
! % # ‘(- # 33=*
I 2
8 )! I
2 3 $!7 !
# $ & ! $
I
I
$ ) % $
8 <# -
% !
! % $ I
! ! 1o
<# ) $!
<# # 6 ) !
<# $
) ! !
57

58

D*

C=34*



GOD REDEEMED BATHSHEBA'S SORROW
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THE WISE WOMAN'S STORY Lo<# $
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A STARVING WIDOW'S LAST MEAL
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THE WIDOW'S OIL
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THE SHUNAMMITE WOMAN'’S LAMENT %
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TWO WICKED WOMEN
WHO CAME TO GRIEF
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TWO WICKED WOMEN WHO CAME TO GRIEF—ATHALIAH
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THE QUEEN WHO RISKED HER LIFE
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GOOD NEWS AND A BIG PROBLEM
FOR MARY
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A SINFUL WOMAN
SEEKS FORGIVENESS
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WHERE ARE YOUR ACCUSERS? !
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LIVING WATER FOR A THIRSTY WOMAN

Bible Background: 2 Kings 17:24, 33-34; John 4:4-29, 39-42;
6:35; 7:37-39

For The Storyer: This story is the familiar one of the
Samaritan woman at the well who appears to be living a lonely
life as a disreputable person because she was drawing water
from the well outside the village, alone and at a time when
other women were not likely to be present. Perhaps her life
was a string of failed marriages and now she was living with a
man she was married to. She was thirsty for acceptance and
looking for the Messiah.

Tell The Story:

LIVING WATER FOR A THIRSTY WOMAN
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THE WIDOW’S ONLY SON DIED 8
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THE PERSISTENT WIDOW
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THE WIDOW'’S OFFERING
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THE SICK WOMAN
WHO TOUCHED JESUS
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THE WOMAN WHO WAS BOUND
BY SATAN
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THE WOMAN WHO CRIED E # !

FOR MERCY
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THE PLIGHT OF TWO SISTERS
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FIVE FOOLISH VIRGINS
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A SWORD WILL PIERCE YOUR SOUL
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SORROW IN THE GARDEN
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THE LAST GREAT SORROW ) 1 !
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A GOOD WOMAN WHO DIED
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LYDIA, A WOMAN WHO OPENED HER HEART ")
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USING BIBLE STORIES TO ACCLIMATIZE
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The Storying Session
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Asking For Decisions
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Alternative Story Presentation A SINFUL WOMAN SEEKS FORGIVENESS
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A SINFUL WOMAN SEEKS FORGIVENESS
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RESOURCES FOR STORYING TO WOMEN 4 F &
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THE MEANING OF BIBLE NAMES IN STORIES

Aaron—-bright or shining
Abel—breath or vapor
Abigail—father of joy
Abraham—father of a
multitude
Abram—exalted father
Adam—man
Ahab—father’s brother
Ahaziah—Jehovah grasps
Asher—happy
Athaliah—God is exalted
Bathsheba—daughter of the
oath
Bilhah—timid, bashful
Boaz—fleetness or strength
Cain—possession
Dan—a judge
David—uwell-beloved or
commander
Elijah—my God is Jehovah
Eliezer—God is help
Elisha—God is salvation
Elizabeth—God is my oath
Er—watchful
Esau—hairy
Esther—a star
Eve—life
Gabriel—man of God
Gad—fortune
Gehazi—valley of vision
Hagar—flight
Ham—black
Hannah—grace
Isaac—he laughed
Ishmael—God hears
Issachar—rewarded
Jacob—supplanter, one
who takes the place of
another
Japheth—enlargement
Jehoiada—Jehovah knows
Jehu—Jehovah is he

Laban—white
Lazarus—from Eleazar or
God has helped
Leah—gazelle
Levi—joined
Lot—uveil or covering
Mahalath—sickness,
anxiety
Mahlon—sickly
Martha—Iady
Mary—from Miriam or
rebellion
Miriam—rebellion
Moses—draw out
Nabal—foolish
Naomi—pleasant (later
asked to be called
Mara or bitter)
Naphtali—wrestling
Nebaioth—heights
Noah—rest or comfort
Onan—strong
Peninnah—pearl
Rachel—ewe
Rahab—wide
Rebekah—ensnarer
Reuben—behold a son!
Ruth—Dbeloved, a friend
Salmon—shady
Samuel—sounds like
heard by God
Sarah—princess
Sarai—contentious, or my
princess
Shelah—a petition
Shem—name
Simon—from Simeon or
hearing
Solomon—peaceful

Tamar—palm tree
Terah—it may mean

Jesus—Jehovah is salvation
Jezebel—unmarried or
chaste
Joash—Jehovah is strong
Joram—Jehovah is exalted
Joseph—may he add
Judah—praised
Kilion—(Chilion) wasting
away

hindrance
Uriah—Ilight of Jehovah
Vashti—best

Zebulun—a habitation

Zechariah—whom Jehovah
remembered

Zilpah—dropping
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